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INTRODUCTION: IN SEARCH OF SUSTAINABLE TOURISM 
 
Last year 2024 we have initiated a process aimed at developing the cultural tourism facet that 
all Council of Europe’s Cultural Routes must have. CARP network, with some changes in the 
composition of its partnership, has been consolidated under the presidency of Dordogne (with 
its president, Germinal Peiro, at the head) and has advanced in the improvement of its 
technical-administrative structure and in its work -in network- in the field of social 
dissemination of European rock art. It has also strengthened its relationship with the Council 
of Europe's Cultural Routes Programme, for which it organised the Training Academy in 2023. 
  
At the end of the mandate of the current Board of Directors (elected at the telematic assembly 
-because of the COVID - in November 2020), a boost in tourism has been implemented in order 
to develop the other side of the mission of the Council of Europe's CRs: Tourism. To this aim 
various cooperation projects in the field of tourism (based on offering new services and 
improving the current offer in terms of sustainability) have begun to be presented to calls for 
European funds. 
 
A grant has been obtained from the EXPERIENCIAS TURISMO ESPAÑA programme (NEXT 
GENERATION funds) for the development of the ART-POINTS project (a project that will 
generate, by September 2025, a large network of digital, integrated and competitive cave 
tourism experiences in the cave destinations of Spain that lack public service infrastructure - 
either totally or temporarily -), work is being carried out to obtain an INTERREG project aimed 
at creating a European Cave Art Tourism Product Club and work will be done on other calls for 
proposals (such as the COSME programme) aimed at generating authentic tourist products for 
the Itinerary. 
 
In parallel, work is being carried out on: 
- European Travel Commission (ETC): Gallery of presentation of the 48 Cultural Routes:   
https://visiteurope.com/en/ 

- Cultural Routes in Spain Association – Spanish State Secretariat for Tourism: 
International diffusion of Cultura Routes in Spain Programme: 
https://www.spainculturalroutes.com/  
- Cooperation Protocol on Rock Art Heritage. Rock Passport. https://eupal.prehistour.eu/  
- Municipality of Mikkeli (Finland). Advice on the development of the tourism model for the 
Astuvansalmi rock sites at Lake Saimaa.  
- Tourism in Andalussia: Development of the Andalusian Rock Art Cultural Route as a tourist 
product: 

https://visiteurope.com/en/
https://www.spainculturalroutes.com/
https://eupal.prehistour.eu/
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Control panel of the Andalusian Cave Art Route on the platform  NAC of Tourism Andalussia https://www.andalucia.org/es/nac  

 
At the end of 2024, we can affirm that we are facing a promising year 2025 in this topic and that 
everything points to the fact that we will soon be in a position to work on a large European Rock Art 
product club. 
 
Finally, we welcome the arrival of the tenth country on our Cultural Route, Croatia, thanks to the 
incorporation of the Archaeological Museum of Istria (Pula), manager of the Romualdova Cave. 

 

   
Cartel y foto de familia de la Asamblea general celebrada en el Museu do Côa en 2023 

 
 

https://www.andalucia.org/es/nac
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ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT: DECEMBER 2023 – NOVEMBER 2024 
 
Apart from the activities described below, it should be noted that the International Association CARP -
and its European Rock Art Cultural Route- develops a daily activity through its Technical Unit, which 
has its headquarters in the CANTABRIAN NETWORK FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT (in Santander, 
Cantabria). The daily work of the team, made up of Fernando Isasi (manager), Elsa Suárez 
(administration and economic management), Roberto Palacios (communication and computer 
resources) and Ramón Montes (technical coordinator of the CARP CR), includes the following tasks: 
 
- Technical and administrative management of PRAT-CARP Cultural Route. 
 
- Maintenance of WEB and Social Networks (with an average of 867 people reached daily, through 
FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM and TWITER).  
 
- Permanent attention to the activities and requests of the partners, supporting all partners who request 
it to organise events, launch projects, etc.  
 
- International relations with the COUNCIL OF EUROPE at its headquarters in Strasbourg and with the 
INSTITUTE OF EUROPEAN CULTURAL ROUTES in Luxembourg.  
 
- Attendance at training and coordination events of the Cultural Routes Programme (Enlarged Partial 
Agreement on Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe) 
 
- Relations with other cultural routes, both those certified by the Council of Europe and those of a local, 
regional and national character. 
 
- Relations with various organisations (IFRAO, ICOMOS, French Network of Cultural Routes, Cultural 
Routes in Spain, TourSpain, etc.). 
 
- Management of the Cooperation Protocol on Rock Art Heritage declared UNESCO World Heritage 
"United for the first Art". 
 
- Management of the Rock Art Passport of the Protocol "United for the first Art". 
 
- Search for opportunities to integrate our partners in European projects: EUROPE CULTURE, INTERREG, 
EUROPE FOR CITIZENS. 
 
- Organisation and coordination of the joint celebration of the EUROPEAN DAY OF ROCK ART on 9th 
October. 
 
- Co-organisation and/or technical support to events promoted by PRAT’s partners. 
 



 
 

Technical Unit of International Association PRAT - CARP 

Pa
ge

 5 

Since the previous General Assembly, held in Vila Nova de Côa (Portugal) on 1th December 2024, 
PRAT-CARP CR has developed the following activities. 
 
DECEMBER 
16th  December  
Local events, PRAT-CARP events. 
The value of the work in network 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18th  December  
- Inauguration of the Exhibition on Altamira Cave and lectures event at ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
MUSEUM IN ZAGREB (Croatia) 
- Visit to ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM ISTRIA and Romualdova Cave… 

  
 
20th December 
- Visit to the ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM ISTRIA and Romualdova Cave to close its 
accession to the Itinerary in 2024. 
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    Christmas 2023 
 
 
   

YEAR 2024 
 
JANUARY 
9th January 
Organization of Technical Seminar at Laredo (Spain): 
LAREDO, EUROPEAN CULTURAL DESTINATION 
- Seminar on the value of Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe for local populations. 
- Meeting of members of PRAT-CARP, THE HANSE, CHARLES V ROUTES AND SAINT JAMES WAY. 
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19th  January 
INAUGURATION OF THE PERMANENT EXHIBITION OF THE ROCK ART CENTRE OF CANTABRIA 
(Puente Viesgo) 
- Official inauguration event (Government of Cantabria) 
- Meeting of members of PRAT-CARP from  
France, Spain and Portugal with UNESCO World 
Heritage Palaeolithic rock art. 
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21-23 January 
INAUGURATION EXHIBITION “ALTAMIRA AT NATIONAL MUSEUM OF HUNGARY”. Budapest. 
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FEBRUARY 
8-9 February 
PARTICIPATION IN THE SEMINAR “UNDERGROUND”  
University of Castilla-La Mancha. 
Cuenca (Spain) 
 

 
 
 
 
MARS 
 
INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGNE FOR SAVE VINGEN (NORWAY) 
We participated actively in the campagne against the quarry and the destruction of the authenticity of 
the VINGEN Rock art area (Norway). Cooperating with University of Bergen (Trond Lodoen)  to save this 
amazing rock art landscape:  
 
https://www.opprop.net/stopp_steinbruddet_i_bremanger... 
 

https://www.opprop.net/stopp_steinbruddet_i_bremanger_stop_the_building_of_a_quarry_in_bremanger_norway?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2_SQbiWfe1gkdQ2auMEXnMsR-mqHMXkLB580GEaelxT5NVHTGhiMwt0sc_aem_7iVw4yqouUbfzAfxBcRbtw
https://www.opprop.net/stopp_steinbruddet_i_bremanger_stop_the_building_of_a_quarry_in_bremanger_norway?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2_SQbiWfe1gkdQ2auMEXnMsR-mqHMXkLB580GEaelxT5NVHTGhiMwt0sc_aem_7iVw4yqouUbfzAfxBcRbtw
https://www.opprop.net/stopp_steinbruddet_i_bremanger_stop_the_building_of_a_quarry_in_bremanger_norway?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2_SQbiWfe1gkdQ2auMEXnMsR-mqHMXkLB580GEaelxT5NVHTGhiMwt0sc_aem_7iVw4yqouUbfzAfxBcRbtw
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7 Mars 
E-WORKSHOP WITH “VISIT MIKKELI” ABOUT THE PUBLIC PRESENTATION OF ASTUVANSALMI ROK 
ART SITE (SAIMAA LAKE) 
An interesting brainstorming with several stakeholders about the future touristic presentation of this 
awesome rock art place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
MAYO-JUNIO  
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8-9 Mars 
Collaboration in the Organisation of the III Meeting of Cultural Routes Managers of Cultural 
Routes of the Council of Europe Programme in Spain, organised by the Ministry of Culture of 
Spain at Altamira Museum.  
CARP's participation focused on PROTOCOL ON ROCK ART HERITAGE UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE 
https://eupal.prehistour.eu/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://eupal.prehistour.eu/
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APRIL 
10 April  
TECHNICAL MEETING IN CALASPARRA MUSEUM. 
preparación y producción del Simposio Internacional sobre Gestión de Sitios Europeos con Arte 
Rupestre incluidos en la lista del Patrimonio Mundial UNESCO. 
Nos hemos reunido con las personas responsables de todas las instituciones del territorio implicadas 
con el objetivo de coordinar todas las sesiones y actividades previstas en este evento internacional 
Región de Murcia , #Calasparra , #Cieza , #Yecla , #Jumilla y #Moratalla 

 
 
MAY 
21-23 May. 
Sharing and exchanging information with our colleagues of Iron Age Danube Route that visited 
us in a mobility initiative as part of the 'Exchange of Good Practices’ between Cultural Routes of 
the Council of Europe programme in the ROUTES4ROUTES project. 
We decided to sign a memorandum of collaboration between both cultural routes that work on 
Prehistory. A great start for network. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/RegiondeMurciaRM?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXZrNmXqE0alZmDej3b1vMZ61hmSzPzayC9WUBSL8_kf5_SvlfJryV_3yWMm4drmdkbByeMsEf2b_XtVbb4ATMFoOcpJs1VWRk8MCSjiqueLHNLi-tb3pY4N_kTx09n38wc29eLhOtTzUTOfwMxF80_Rq6M0q8t088VdSKwSuXlXg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/Calasparra-110520752308755/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXZrNmXqE0alZmDej3b1vMZ61hmSzPzayC9WUBSL8_kf5_SvlfJryV_3yWMm4drmdkbByeMsEf2b_XtVbb4ATMFoOcpJs1VWRk8MCSjiqueLHNLi-tb3pY4N_kTx09n38wc29eLhOtTzUTOfwMxF80_Rq6M0q8t088VdSKwSuXlXg&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/cieza?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXZrNmXqE0alZmDej3b1vMZ61hmSzPzayC9WUBSL8_kf5_SvlfJryV_3yWMm4drmdkbByeMsEf2b_XtVbb4ATMFoOcpJs1VWRk8MCSjiqueLHNLi-tb3pY4N_kTx09n38wc29eLhOtTzUTOfwMxF80_Rq6M0q8t088VdSKwSuXlXg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/yecla?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXZrNmXqE0alZmDej3b1vMZ61hmSzPzayC9WUBSL8_kf5_SvlfJryV_3yWMm4drmdkbByeMsEf2b_XtVbb4ATMFoOcpJs1VWRk8MCSjiqueLHNLi-tb3pY4N_kTx09n38wc29eLhOtTzUTOfwMxF80_Rq6M0q8t088VdSKwSuXlXg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/jumilla?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXZrNmXqE0alZmDej3b1vMZ61hmSzPzayC9WUBSL8_kf5_SvlfJryV_3yWMm4drmdkbByeMsEf2b_XtVbb4ATMFoOcpJs1VWRk8MCSjiqueLHNLi-tb3pY4N_kTx09n38wc29eLhOtTzUTOfwMxF80_Rq6M0q8t088VdSKwSuXlXg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/moratalla?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXZrNmXqE0alZmDej3b1vMZ61hmSzPzayC9WUBSL8_kf5_SvlfJryV_3yWMm4drmdkbByeMsEf2b_XtVbb4ATMFoOcpJs1VWRk8MCSjiqueLHNLi-tb3pY4N_kTx09n38wc29eLhOtTzUTOfwMxF80_Rq6M0q8t088VdSKwSuXlXg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100042208001692&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUekNfXQeGQ-z9WE0UwzPpNMYJNs6YJapfB-JyhNB80s5YuMAOsmfeANRcdQdyJvYXvLBxKXZc6E6TzyrVrmCHbIZnRuJQJiiTPWbO8TuVIgn74BxO6Z8G5Whzly3PqwqJvZLHMxvGjZ7oY71UmpdF6TpgBGFbMfDHoSIdkYFKfig&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/CultureRoutes?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUekNfXQeGQ-z9WE0UwzPpNMYJNs6YJapfB-JyhNB80s5YuMAOsmfeANRcdQdyJvYXvLBxKXZc6E6TzyrVrmCHbIZnRuJQJiiTPWbO8TuVIgn74BxO6Z8G5Whzly3PqwqJvZLHMxvGjZ7oY71UmpdF6TpgBGFbMfDHoSIdkYFKfig&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/CultureRoutes?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUekNfXQeGQ-z9WE0UwzPpNMYJNs6YJapfB-JyhNB80s5YuMAOsmfeANRcdQdyJvYXvLBxKXZc6E6TzyrVrmCHbIZnRuJQJiiTPWbO8TuVIgn74BxO6Z8G5Whzly3PqwqJvZLHMxvGjZ7oY71UmpdF6TpgBGFbMfDHoSIdkYFKfig&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/CultureRoutes?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUekNfXQeGQ-z9WE0UwzPpNMYJNs6YJapfB-JyhNB80s5YuMAOsmfeANRcdQdyJvYXvLBxKXZc6E6TzyrVrmCHbIZnRuJQJiiTPWbO8TuVIgn74BxO6Z8G5Whzly3PqwqJvZLHMxvGjZ7oY71UmpdF6TpgBGFbMfDHoSIdkYFKfig&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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22-24 May. 
INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR: News on Rock Art in the framework of the Sudwest of Europe 
Arredondo (Cantabria, Spain) 
48 attendees from France, Hungary, Portugal and Spain. 
 

 
 
 
 
JUNE 
 
4-7 June  
11th Edition of the Training Academy on Cultural Routes. Brindisi (Apulia, Italy) 
This event was organised by the European Institute of the Cultural Routes (EICR) and the European 
Association of the Via Francigena Ways (EAVF), carrier network of the Via Francigena (certified Cultural 
Route of the Council of Europe since 1994), with the support of the Apulia region and the city of Brindisi, 
and in cooperation with the association "Brindisi e le Antiche Strade". The organization of this event 
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corresponded with the 30th anniversary of the Via Francigena since its “Cultural Route of the Council of 
Europe” certification. 
The 2024 Training Academy gathered more than 100 representatives from 22 countries and 37 Cultural 
Routes of the Council of Europe representing an enormous success for fruitful exchanges of 
experiences and best practices. 
Representatives from PRAT-CARP: 
Mikkeli (Tarja Pönniö-Kanerva) 
Castilla y León (Juan Carlos Prieto & Enrique Gilarranz) 
 

 

 
 
JULY 
22 July. 
PRAT-CARP EXTRAORDINARY ASSEMBLY. Zaragoza (Aragón, Spain) 
- Technical Seminar introduction: “ART-POINTS PROJECT” 
ART-points (EXPERIENCIAS TURISMO ESPAÑA) 
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DIGITAL SIGNAGE FOR THE CREATION OF THE ONLINE TOURIST NETWORK OF ROCK ART. Digital 
multimedia services for visits to cave art destinations in Spain (and Europe) without public attention. 
https://artpoints.prehistour.eu/  
- Incorporation to Cultural Routes in Spain Association… 
 

 
 
SEPTEMBER 
25-27 de septiembre 
  
FORO CONSULTIVO ANUAL DE VISEGRAD (HUNGRÍA) sobre rutas culturales. Nuestro presidente, el 
Sr. Germinal Peiro, participó en esta importante reunión de la familia del programa «Itinerarios 
Culturales del Consejo de Europa».  
El Foro Consultivo Anual permite reunir a representantes de los Estados miembros, operadores de 
Itinerarios Culturales, redes candidatas a la certificación «Itinerario Cultural del Consejo de Europa», 
organizaciones internacionales, autoridades locales y regionales, instituciones de la sociedad civil, 
cámaras de comercio, fundaciones y asociaciones civiles y organizaciones y plataformas de patrimonio 
y turismo. 
 

https://artpoints.prehistour.eu/
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OCTOBER 
 
9TH October 

EUROPEAN DAY OF ROCK ART 

Taking as a basis the phrase of Émile Cartailhac in recognising the value of the art of Altamira Cave: "WE 
LIVE IN A NEW WORLD" (E. Cartailhac, letter to G. Chauvet dated 09/10/1902), the 6th edition of the 
European Rock Art Day was celebrated in the context of the EUROPEAN HERITAGE DAYS 
https://www.europeanheritagedays.com/ sponsored by the European Commission and the Council of 
Europe. 

Around 50 activities of which 30 were officially communicated to PRAT Technical Unit (no less than 20 
were not communicated), were developed in 5 countries. Those reported are included in the official 
report of our Cultural Route https://www.prehistour.eu/event/program-2024/ : 

-Spain, 23 activities in 10 Autonomous Regions. 
-Portugal, 2 activities un 2 regions 
-France, 4 activities in 2 regions 
-Italy, 2 activities in 2 regions 
-Azerbaijan, 1 activity 
 
Our day had a large impact in Social Media and in the website of the EHD of the Council of Europe. 

More than 1,500 direct attendees were documented. 

At least, 25 PRAT’s partners were involved in the celebration. 

https://www.europeanheritagedays.com/
https://www.prehistour.eu/event/program-2024/
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9 October 
Starting the “ART-POINTS” PROJECT 
From 22 July 2024 to 30 September 2025: 55 Art-Points in the first phase 
All the places you wish in the second one from October 2025… 
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NOVEMBER 

ANNUAL FORUM OF THE CARP. GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CARP CULTURAL ROUTE 
Parc de la Préhistoire (Tarascon-sur-Ariège, Francia) 
Organized by: CD09 Ariège and CD24 Dordogne 
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WE ARE THE FIRST ART OF HUMANKIND 
 

 
 
 


